AWARENESS-RAISING ABOUT DEVELOPMENT ISSUES AND THE MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

As new and emerging donor countries, the twelve New Member States within the European Union are to play a significant role in helping achieve the Millennium Development Goals through their commitment to MDG 8 by expanding their development cooperation, and increasing the volume and the quality of the aid that they provide to developing countries.

In 2007, the UNDP and the European Commission collaborated on raising awareness and building support for the achievement of the MDGs in the new Member States, including Malta. This was done through the organization of parliamentary debates on the MDGs and development cooperation in the various countries. These debates formed part of the efforts by the UN, the EU and other organizations to take stock of the status of achievement of the MDGs at mid-point and promote the European Development Days.  

SOS Malta was the Maltese organisation assigned with the task of organizing the Parliamentary Debate in Malta. The event was financed by the European Commission and implemented by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). It was also supported by the Maltese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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The Parliamentary Debate, held on the 19th of October 2007, was attended by Maltese MPs and MEPs, UNDP representatives, EC representatives, civil society representatives, journalists, and academics. 
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The Parliamentary Debate – held at the Palace housing the Maltese House of Representatives.

The running theme throughout the event was that of increasing public awareness and ownership of the MDGs and development issues. The programme focused on three main aspects: 
International - commencing with an introduction to the MDGs and the progress made internationally towards achieving the MDGs by 2015. A discussion followed about the feasibility of the MDGs and what needs to reach the 2015 targets.

European - providing participants with insight about the role of the EU in development. It provided information about the degree of ownership of MDGs by EU citizens and the simultaneous importance being given to awareness-raising at EU level.
National - focusing on Malta's development policy as well as the degree to which development education and awareness-raising in Malta is actually being promoted.
<The rest of the information is available on: http://www.sosmalta.org/page.asp?p=10926&l=1>
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Presentation about the MDGs and Malta’s development commitments as a New EU Member State – delivered by Philippa Arrigo and Mark Rizzo at San Anton School.
Apart from the Parliamentary Debate, SOS Malta also organized a few side events. These included the organisation of TV and radio discussions, as well as presentations and lectures at schools and university. 
Brochures and a DVD were also produced and disseminated among stakeholders and the media.

