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Immigration in Lisbon 

   In the last 3 decades, immigration has 

imprinted deep changes in the landscape 

of Lisbon. 

   Until the end of 1980s, the majority of 

immigrants in Portugal and in Lisbon came 

from the Portuguese colonies in Africa 

(Cap Verde, Angola, Mozambique and 

Guinea) explained by the cultural and 

linguistic proximity as well by the process 

of decolonization 



 In recent years the population of the city has changed 

with immigrants from different parts of the world 

(Ukraine, Romania, Moldova, China, Bangladesh, 

Sub-Saharan Africa, Brazil, etc.). This new wave of 

immigrants brought new challenges to the city 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 



In half a million inhabitants in Lisbon, 

the official percentage of foreign 

population is 8,21 %, but we know that 

this figure in reality is around 10% 

counting with the non-legalized 

immigrants.  

  





Policies of Lisbon City Council 

VWe are work on building an inclusive city 

and to respond to the challenge of 

interculturalism; 

 

VTo provide conditions for everybody to live 

dignified lives, for people to fully integrate 

at social and professional level and 

abolish discrimination against minorities.. 



CITY OF LISBON 

Lisbon is a city characterized by: 

VAn ageing native population that coexists with 

a heterogeneous community of immigrants 
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A panoply of diverse cultural and social experiences 



Different religious beliefs and languages 



The city is a meeting point of cultures and 

people that transformed Lisbon and is 

population, over the past three decades into a 

more intercultural and cosmopolitan city 



   2008 International Year of the 

Intercultural Dialogue, marks a new 

stage in the local policies towards 

immigrants integration, with the 

introduction of the concept of cultural 

diversity in Lisbon 

 

   



    

  To celebrate the cultural diversity of 

Lisbon emerged the idea of organizing a 

set of cultural events in September 2009 

in the area of Martin Moniz / Mouraria 

ñEVERYBODY ï Walk of Culturesò Festival 

was born, and is a striking element of the 

inclusion of diversity in the cultural policy of 

Lisbon Municipality 






